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Special points of interest 

 

From the President’s Desk 
 

Greetings, All 
 
I have entered my 14th year as a police chap-
lain. During my years of service I have served 
the men and women at two detachments. I 
consider it a privilege to be invited, some-
times cautiously, into the circle of the lives of 
police officers in a very unique way as a police 
chaplain. 
 

I know that, as we all can see as Chaplains, there has been an impact in 
the lives of officers and families, and the organizations they serve. 
Sometimes the value of our role can be easily seen during times of 
great distress, turmoil, and major events. Sometimes the changes are 
incremental, hardly identifiable at all, but they are there. 
 
I recall asking my recruiting divisional chaplain, Jim Turner, shortly after 
I began riding with police officers on duty, what my actual role in the 
car was to be. "That's easy, you are the presence of God when you are 
there." 
 
" So, no big challenge then," was my response. Over the years, I have 
grown to embrace that comment. We have the opportunity to be pre-
sent and available, as God is to us, to be a conduit of grace, love, guid-
ance, and peace in lives that are often so filled with exposure, interac-
tions, and pressures that can so easily cause questions, personal isola-
tion, discouragements, and sometimes, lost hope. 
  
(Please see President’s Desk →page 2) 

 

March 2017 “CPCA” 

Time to renew your 
CPCA membership! 

CPCA dues prior to March 
31 are $60, thereafter are 
$75. 
 
Please make cheque paya-
ble to: 
Canadian Police Chaplains 
Association 
c/o Brian Krushel, Registrar 
2803 – 55th Street 
Camrose, Alberta 
T4V 4A3 

Rod Willems,  

CPCA President 



(→ page 1 President’s Desk) 

 
I also find it a great privilege 
serving as a chaplain be-
cause the  people we serve 
demonstrate incredible ded-
ication, courage, integrity 
and compassion to help oth-
ers. I have received as much 
as I have given. 
I want to encourage each of 
you that as we give, we also 
receive. The people we 
serve and the things we do 
become a dialogue within 
our souls. As we bless, we 
are blessed and our lives are 
enriched. 
 
Blessings as you serve. 
 

 
Rod Willems 
President 
Canadian Police Chaplain 
Association   
 

P. S. I look forward to seeing 
many of you at the 2017 
Annual Training Seminar in 
Saskatoon, October 23-
27.  The team is hard at 
work, and many courses are 
already in place.  You can 
check out information as it is 
updated on the CPCA web-
site.  You will receive an 
email notification when reg-
istration begins.  I look for-
ward to the training, and 
even more, the connections 
with friends I have met 
along the way through the 
bond of chaplaincy. 
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Canadian Police Chaplain Associa-
tion Membership 

Membership is open to all who are involved in law enforcement chap-
laincy whether full time, part time or volunteer. 
A member shall be an ecclesiastically certified person in good standing 
and endorsed for police chaplaincy ministry by a recognized religious 
body. 
A member shall also be endorsed by the police department or police 
association which he or she serves. 
Retired police chaplains are granted all the privileges of the CPCA save 
that of voting. 
Affiliate membership status without voting privilege is available to indi-
viduals such as police chaplains serving outside Canada, law enforce-
ment personnel or others whose application for affiliate status is ap-
proved by the executive committee. 

Annual dues: $60/person (if paid prior to March 31), $75/person (after 
March 31).  
Please mail payment to: Brian Krushel, Registrar 
   2803—55th Street 
   Camrose, Alberta 
   T4V 4A3 
 
Application forms are available on our CPCA website at  
http://www.canadianpolicechaplains.com 
 

Association Canadienne des 
Aumôniers de Police: Adhésion 

Ceux et celles qui sont aumôniers de services policiers, que ce soit à 
temps plein, à temps partiel ou sur une base volontaire, peuvent devenir 
membres. 
Un(e) membre devra être une personne officiellement ministre en règle 
et reconnue par son Église et autorisée par celle-ci à exercer un minis-
tère d' aumônerie policière. 
Un(e) membre devra également être reconnu(e) et endossé(e) par une 
association policière ou un service policier pour lequel il/elle travaille. 
Les aumôniers de police à la retraite reçoivent tous les privilèges de l' 
ACAP sauf celui du droit de vote. 
Un statut de membre affilié sans droit de vote est également offert aux 
personnes exerçant la fonction d'aumônier de forces policières à l'extéri-
eur du Canada, les membres des forces de la paix ou toute autre per-
sonne dont la demande d'adhésion, à titre de membre affilié, est ap-
prouvée par le comité exécutif. 

Frais d'adhésion: 60 $ / personne (si payé avant le 31 Mars), 75 $ / per-
sonne (après le 31 Mars). 

Demande D'adhésion—http://www.canadianpolicechaplains.com 



Plan to Join Us for the CPCA Annual Training Seminar 2017 
To Be Held in Saskatoon, Saskachewan 
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Dates – October 23-27, 2017 

 
Registration online coming soon 
  

Full accommodation and schedule details coming soon 

Arrival registration: Monday 3:00-5:00pm 
Meet and greet cocktail reception on Monday evening 

Cost 

Members     $350.00 
Non-members    $450.00 
Included: Lunch and snacks Tuesday-Thursday, Thursday banquet 
 
Please continue to watch our CPCA website for updates. 
http://www.canadianpolicechaplains.ca 



 

On The Lighter Side 
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We Are Looking For Your Stories and Input 

CPCA chaplains serve in many different contexts and places across Canada. We would like to high-

light some of the work you do.  

If you have a story to tell about your experiences with police chaplaincy, consider writing a short 

article to share with other chaplains.  

Have you read a good book or do you know of an upcoming training event in your area? Deadlines 

for our quarterly publications are the 15th of March, June, September and December.  We would 

like to hear from you. Submissions may be sent to: 

marion.jamer@gmail.com   

     The Priest's Collar 
 
A priest was walking along the corridor of the parochial school near the preschool wing 
when a group of little ones were trotting by on the way to the cafeteria. One little lad 
of about three or four stopped and looked at him in his clerical clothes and asked, 
"Why do you dress funny?" 
 
He told him he was a priest and this is the uniform priests wear. 
 

Then the boy pointed to the priest's plastic collar tab and asked, "Do you have an owie?" 
 
The priest was perplexed till he realized that to him the collar tab looked like a band aid. So the priest took it 
out and handed it to the boy to show him. On the back of the tab there were raised letters giving the name of 
the manufacturer. 
 
The little guy felt the letters, and the priest asked, "Do you know what those words say?" 
 
"Yes I do," said the lad who was not old enough to read. Peering intently at the letters he said, "Kills ticks and 
fleas up to six months!" 

Copyright © 2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing  



The Peace Officers’ Mourning Ribbon  
 

The Peace Officers’ Mourning Ribbon appears on the 

uniforms of colleagues and troopmates whenever a 

peace officer dies in the line of duty. Although it has 

become an all-too-familiar sight for some, its history 

is fairly recent.  

 

Created in 1994 by Cst. Shawn Coady as a way to 

honour the ultimate sacrifice of his fellow Vancouver  

Police Officer Cst. Todd Baylis, the blue over black 

ribbon design features  a loop at the top with a 

badge in the centre. Official endorsement has been 

given by the Canadian Police Association, the Cana-

dian Association of Chiefs of Police, and the Royal 

Canadian Mounted Police. 

 

The RCMP “Peace Officers’ Mourning Ribbon” online 

page describes the components of the mourning 

ribbon in this way: “The black ribbon symbolizes the 

mourning of a loss, and the blue ribbon represents 

the ‘thin blue line’ of police officers who have sworn 

to protect and serve the citizens of their communi-

ties.” A maple leaf badge is used as the national sym-

bol and replaces the original Vancouver Police coat 

of arms that Coady had used in his design. Changes 

are underway to make the badge slightly larger and 

emblazing on it the Memorial Pavilion of the Canadi-

an Police and Peace Officers’ Memorial on Parlia-

ment Hill. 

 

Protocol for wearing the ribbon is as follows: 

1. The deceased officer must have been a sworn 

police officer in Canada and died as a result of 

an external influence. 

2. The deceased officer must have been on duty at 

the time of death, or if off duty, acting in the 

capacity of a peace officer, or the circumstances 

leading to the death must have been brought 

about because of the officer’s official status. 

3. The deceased officer must have acted in good 

faith in doing everything possible that could 

have been reasonably expected. 

4. Notwithstanding the above, any set of circum-

stances which lead to the death of an officer, 

may be considered. 

5. The Ribbon is worn from the preceding Monday 

leading up to and including the last Sunday of 

September) Police and Peace Officers Memorial 

Day). 

6. In the event of an officer’s death on duty, the 

Ribbon is worn from the time of the officer’s 

death until his (sic) burial / memorial. 

 

Police Officers, Peace Officers, family, friends and 

anyone who wishes to mourn and illustrate their 

support may wear the Memorial ribbon. (http://

www.memorialribbon.com/en/honour-roll/protocol-

critieria.php) 

The ribbon is to be worn on the left breast pocket 

flap of uniforms, positioned closest to the heart by 

all who wear it, whether in uniform or civilian 

clothes. 

 

Ribbons may be purchased online at http://

www.memorialribbon.com/en/shop/index.php 

and may be ordered individually or in bulk by police 

and law enforcement agencies. 

"The black ribbon symbolizes the 
mourning of a loss, and the blue ribbon 
represents the ‘thin blue line’ of police 
officers who have sworn to protect and 
serve the citizens of their communities.” 
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This morning we were all deeply saddened to receive the news that we had lost our colleague Cst. Richer 
Dubuc in a motor vehicle collision while on duty. Cst. Dubuc was stationed with the Champlain Detachment in 
C Division at the time of his death, but until early in 2017, he had been posted in Codiac, here in J Division, 
since 2009. 
 
The loss of one our colleagues and friends is always difficult and I want to express my sincere condolences to 
his family, friends, and all who knew and worked with him. Richer was a husband, a father of four, and a de-
voted member of the RCMP who cared deeply about making a difference to the communities he served. 
 
Prior to becoming a member of the RCMP, Richer was a paramedic. During his time in Codiac, he also served as 
an Emergency Medical Technician with the RCMP in New Brunswick's Emergency Response Team, as well as 
with our Special Tactical Operations Team. These extra duties speak to his dedication to public safety and to 
helping those in need. He made a tremendous difference to the people of New Brunswick, not only in the 
Greater Moncton area where he served for seven years, but across the province. 
 
Our thoughts and feelings remain with Richer's family and loved ones. He will be deeply missed and the differ-
ence he made, the good he brought, will not be forgotten.              (March 7, 2017) 
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Statement from A/Commr. Larry Tremblay, Commanding Officer of 
the RCMP in New Brunswick, on the passing of Cst. Richer Dubuc 

 

From the Editor’s Desk 
Today I am wearing a memorial ribbon  to show my respect for RCMP Const. Richer 
Dubuc. His line of duty death leaves us all diminished as a police family. I grieve for those 
left behind who must  come to grips with the fact that he is not returning home. I pray 
that his widow and four young children will find comfort and peace in these tumultuous 
days and months as they rebuild lives forever changed in that tragic moment. 
 
One local newspaper displays a photo of Const. Dubuc taken a few days before his un-
timely death. He is shown with refugee claimants who had crossed into Canada from New York State.  Supt. 
Paul Beauchesne of the Codiac Regional RCMP notes in a press release that Dubuc had just transferred to Saint
-Jean-sur-Richelieu and the Integrated Border Enforcement Team in January of this year. Beauchesne pays trib-
ute to him saying, “He will be remembered as always having a smile on his face, but also the type of person 
who always stood up for others and was there to lend a hand either at work or in his personal life.”  
 
Over the last few weeks I have prayed for the RCMP members who are intercepting desperate people search-
ing for a safe haven and a new life. News reports talk about the heavy human toll  from the late night call-outs 
and growing demands for services.  As I prayed, I did not know that Const. Dubuc was one of those RCMP 
members extending a hand to help strangers to our country, but I thank God for him and others who are 
meeting the challenge with compassion. 
 
Sometimes God does not answer our prayers in the way we anticipate, but one thing I know. He responds to 
our desperate cries with the same compassion Canadians show refugees by offering food, clothing, and other 
necessities even at great cost to themselves. And He stretches out His hand to welcome us to a new life.  
 
May God grant us courage and wisdom to offer ourselves in service to those around us, whether family, friend 
or stranger in need, knowing that in so doing our lives are not lived in vain. 
 
Chaplain Marion Jamer, Editor 



 

                                          

President / Président  

Chaplain Rod Willems  

15118 102A St., Grande Prairie, AB., T8X 0J8 

Work: 780-532-8836 

Home: 780-882-6402/Cell: 780-380-0910  

 

 

                                           
1st Vice-president / 1er Vice-president 

                                          Chaplain Richard Vander Vaart  
                                          69 Flora St., St. Thomas, ON N5P 2X7 
 
 
 
  
                                            

2nd Vice-president / 2ieme Vice-president 
                                           Chaplain Katherine Bourbonniere  
                                           39 Osprey Way, Lawrencetown, NS B2Z 1M5 
                                           Work: 902-462-1818 
 
 
 
 

Membership / Societariat 
                                           Chaplain Brian Krushel  
                                           2803-55th Street, Camrose, AB, T4V 4A3 
                                            Work: 780-672-3461/Cell: 780-679-9032  
 
 
 
                                            

Past President / Passé Président 
                                           Chaplain Les Schrader  
                                           4221 Kendall Av., Port Alberni, BC, V9Y 5H9 
                                           Cell: 250-720-3077/ Home: 250-723-9117 

 

vos representants-executif/executive 
Don’t Forget To 
Pay Your 2017 
CPCA Dues. Before 
March 31: $60. 

CPCA dues prior to March 
31 are $60, thereafter are 
$75. 
 
Please make cheque paya-
ble to: 
Canadian Police Chaplains 
Association 
c/o Brian Krushel, Registrar 
2803 – 55th Street 
Camrose, Alberta 
T4V 4A3 

Updating Training 
Information 

The 2017 CPCA Executive is 

focusing on training this year. 

Have you updated training 

record? Send transcripts to 

our Registrar for possible 

credit. For more information, 

check out the CPCA website 

under Information/

Membership Certification 

Program.  

Be sure to check out the  Canadian Police Chaplains Association’s new website at  

www.canadianpolicechaplains.com 

mailto:rodwill@telus.net
mailto:rvandervaart@sympatico.ca
mailto:kbourbonniere@ns.sympatico.ca
mailto:b.krushel@gmail.com
mailto:Schrader@shaw.ca
http://www.cndpolicechaplains.org/images/executive/richard-vander-vaart.jpg
http://www.cndpolicechaplains.org/images/executive/katherine-bourbonniere.jpg

